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This symposium provides a very useful source of information which puts a rapidly growing field of research into perspective at the time the meeting was held. The book opens with a helpful and interesting historical account and brief review of the general field, but at this point the opportunities to include clear representations of the formulae of key compounds and of the pertinent metabolic pathways are missed. In fact such a metabolic chart is eventually given, but it appears unannounced at the end of the text and preceding the index.
The Quite a substantial part of the symposium was devoted to polyamine metabolism in normal and malignant cells and to an assessment of polyamine levels in body fluids as a potential method for the diagnosis of malignant disease. This collected information provides a good basis for those who wish to interest themselves further in this field. Some twenty years ago, the reviewer found it possible to survey, in quite a slim monograph, the bulk of the important papers that had been published up to that time on tumours of domesticated mammals, and Moulton's 1961 text book ("Tumours in Domestic Animals ") gave a more comprehensive illustrated coverage of the field. Since that time, there has been a great increase in the work done, and papers published, on spontaneous neoplasms in animals, and for access to the more recent literature the comparative oncologist will need to turn to such publications as " Index Veterinarius", for this Atlas contains no references. However, what it does do very well is to give in handy (though perhaps overlavishly produced and expensive) form a well illustrated survey of the gross appearances of the important tumours of the species concerned, together with some six score photomicrographs showing their typical histology, along with information about the occurrence, prognosis and treatment of such tumours.
P. J. O'CONNOR
The colour rendering is mostly satisfactory and some of the pictures seem
